o |

Sanltlzed Approveszm’gBale@Sg CIA-RD
STATINTL

NEWS &

Commonweal.

CPYRGHT

1WHEWV§

"

govunmcnt which is the

_Nixon orchestration.

Conspiraey, Connpiracy

aimed at black revolution-
arics,

Worthy, who holds it was
CIA bullets Wthh cut dow
Mal

sive against U.S, deserters to -
the Viet Cong,

According to a London
Express press service story
(67287693,  “crack Green

1 "commanded

(1 “The

" Chicago Daily News col-

on a score of incidents be-

The Toll on Teddy

When the summing up is
done, the great tragedy of
Ted Kennedy's Cape Cod
caper, after that of the death
of Mary Jo Kopcchne, is not
the climination of Kennedy,
the presidential candidate for
172, but the neutralization of
‘Kennedy the senator in 'G9.

Deserving or not, Kennedy
on scnatorial
“matters an authority that was
-unique. No one of either
“party approached it — not
Dirksen, not McGovern, not
 Fulbright, not Mansfield, not
* Muskie. No one,

; proof was in the
'Hamburgcr Hill spcech. Un-
quemonably it was instru-
"mental in turning around
" U.8. battlefield strategy in

- Vietnam,
If any other scnator had

~§dclivcrcd that same spcech,
.ithe effect would have been

nowhere comparable. Media
‘coverage, some flurries of re-
action, then forget it. U.S.
troops would possibly still be
about those insane search-
and - destroy missions that
kept U.S. deaths above 200
a week.

i Well, it’'s a new ball game
now. Kennedy will spcak on
issucs as in the past, but his
voice will be one among 100
in the upper chamber. The
political prestige which was

his inheritance and which
gave automatic weight to
any preference, any utter-

‘ance of his is gone—at least
for the foresccable future.

Pcrhaps this is as it
should be. Perhaps it is a
dangerous thing to have too
much leverage invested in
one man outside the execu-
tive branch,

But, remember, Richard
Nixon is President, And if
that doesn'’t sober one on the
urgency of a truly powerful
influcnce among the loyal
opposition, then one's due is

the waltz-time lggwfﬂzea

umnist L. . Falmer, Jr,, ex-
plains further the negative
mood of blacks on Apollo 11
and the moon business: most
TV and press eulogics to as-
tronauts Killed in the space
program omitted mention of
Robert H. Lawrence,

Major Lawrence, only U.S.
black astronaut, died in a
plane crash at Edwards Air
Force DBasc in December,
1967. According to Palmer
(7/26/69), "many blacks be-
lieve with a passion that as-
tronaut Lawrence . . . was
deliberately killed to keep a
black man from achieving
the high honor of being one
of the nation's first space-
men,” Culprit: the CIA, \/

Palmer doesn't espouse the
conspiracy theory—not quite,
at least, “What is enor-
mously significant,” he al-
lows, “is that there are black
Americans so alienated from
their government that they
can harbor such ghastly
thoughts.”

William Worthy is less in-
direct in writing in the Bos-
ton Globe (7/13/69) on an-
other racially sensitive topic,
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He sees a national conspiracy
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blackjacking of Black Pan-
thers by off-duty policemen
in a Brooklyn court corridor.

“The systematic police and
FBI crackdown is relentless,”
Worthy remarks, “usually
unflamboyant, [and} centrally
computerized from Washing-
ton.” .

Worthy may be overstat-
ing his theory, but conspir-
acy or not, the law's war on
black militants is a hot one,
You just don’t read a whole
lot about it. And when it
does make print, you have
trouble finding the story. The

ew York Times' piecc on
the police's shooting up of
Panther offices in Chicago
July 31 was tucked at the
bottom of page 67 in a 68-
page issue, )

Golng Over Lo the Cong

“-“The New York Times
piece about the “many United
States soldiers in South Viet-
nam who Jack an ideological
commitment to the war”
(8/4/69) was tame stufl

alongside -the London Ex-
press report of a U.S. offen-

Beret troops are [being] used

Their orders: “kill the tun:A-

coats if it is impossible to ", |

capture them alive.”

The Express added sar- s

donically: “so far theré have
been no reports of a court
martial for any Americans
who joined the Viet Cong.”

Many of the deserters are

said to be Negroes, who, in
the Express’ words, “let it be
known they are deserting as
a gesture in support of the
militant black movement in
the U.S.”

Electoral Reform?

The clectoral reform bill,
which would provide for di-.
rect election of the President
and Vice President, is moving
at last toward the floor.

The bill (HJ Res 681, 87
Res 1) sailed through the
Judiciary  Committee  in
April, was cleared by the

Rules Committee in mid-July, L

and will likely be read for- :
floor action after the summer
recess. )

But the biil’s fortunes are
far more dubious now than
they were a few months ago,
when the Wallace experience
was still fresh in the psyche.

More and more folks like :

Congressmen Phillip Burton
and Don Edwards, Decmo-

crats of California, are com- . "
ing around to the Alexander .

Bickel position that the clec-
toral college favors wurban |
areas and that it’s potentially
dangerous to jettison the
electoral college altogether.

One growing school of

thought would retain the elece . .

toral college concept but
eliminate the electors them- -
selves. This would enable the
qutomatic casting of a state's
clectoral votes and climinate
the hazard of crrant electors:
looking for power brokers in
the House of Representatives

| ~—a high-risk possibility, ob-

viously, as politically the
country moves right and -
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